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The Loose Parts Summit emerged as an idea to expand educators’ perspectives about
Loose Parts play. I wanted to bring together a group of people who have directly and
indirectly been playing, exploring, infusing, designing, and creating with Loose Parts. I invited
them to share their thoughts and perspectives about the power of Loose Parts as a play,
liberation, and equity pedagogy
The speakers invited to present for this rst-time Loose Part Summit have diverse
perspectives and thought-provoking ideas. I have learned from each of them, and they have
expanded my thinking about Loose Parts. I am optimistic that you will experience many
moments that touch your heart and stimulate your mind.
The Loose Parts Summit is a reality because of the generous support of the Think Small Institute
and Redleaf Press and their incredible team. Working together to ideate, design, and plan the
Summit was rewarding and exciting. However, I know that I could not have done it alone. Thanks to
the staff at Redleaf Press and the Think Small Institute for your commitment to early childhood and
your willingness to innovate and change people’s lives. I am proud to be one of your authors and
team members
I hope that the Loose Parts Summit inspires you to explore your perspectives on Loose Parts and
nd your roadmap to create and design Loose Parts ecosystems.

In collaboration and appreciation,
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You are about to embark on a journey that will change your perspective on the power of
Loose Parts play. I hope that through this journey, you deepen your understanding and
engage in inquiry surrounding your approach to curating and integrating Loose Parts into
early childhood and play ecosystems.

About the Loose Parts Summit
As we pondered, designed, and planned the Loose Parts Summit, we used the following
perspective to guide our conversations, interviews, and presentations.

Loose Parts as a Pedagogy of Liberation
Engaging in a Dialog about Equity and Social Justice
The idea behind the Loose Parts Summit is to bring diverse perspectives and share
knowledge and wisdom that will change the dialog about Loose Parts (found objects or
ordinary objects) to inspire and provoke children's curiosity. We want to ensure that Loose
Parts are not just cute objects placed in early childhood ecosystems. Instead, we want to
shift the discourse to address children's right to engage in complex play authentically.
Too often, children living in poverty or within underrepresented communities are provided
with limited, if any, access to free and independent complex play due to its position outside
or separate from traditional academic teaching and learning strategies. Loose Parts can be
the catalyst that bridges the opportunity gap in underrepresented communities and
changes educators' image of children as competent, creative and innovative critical
thinkers and problem solvers.
We want to ensure that the concept of Loose Parts is not rooted in a Western-centric
perspective based on a social construct of privilege, in which play is afforded to a limited
population (demographic) of children, families, and communities. Let us acknowledge how
various play perspectives (including Loose Parts) have shaped and in uenced our
conversation about access, opportunity, social justice, and equity for all young children. In
the words of my friend Maurice Sykes, we must shift the dialog and use Loose Parts as a
pedagogy of liberation.
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"The value of Loose Parts is too good and too rich to escape
communities of color." (Sykes, in conversation 6/3/21)
As you consider the topic of the presentation you are viewing or listening to, I invite you to
use a lens of equity and social justice and bring who you are to the conversation
authentically. Let's individually and collectively reflect as we seek practical solutions to
guide our thinking about Loose Parts.
The following are the questions that we asked speakers to consider as they prepared to
present in the Loose Parts Summit. 

• How can Loose Parts play help us connect to the reasons why equity matters to us?
Connecting to our "why" allows us to individually and collectively define what equity
means in the context of our work. What is your why?
• How can we collectively shift the perspective about Loose Parts to be more inclusive
and respectful of children?
• How do Loose Parts liberate educators in thinking about their privilege and power
over the education of children?
• How do we ensure that every child's curiosity is engaged and that we value their
contribution as capable community members?
• How can we shift our work around Loose Parts to embrace a socio-cultural perspective
that incorporates the values of individual communities?
• How can Loose Parts help create safe and brave spaces that transform the reality of
historically underserved children, families, and communities?
• How does Loose Parts play help educators focus on children's strengths and move
away from damage or reactive pedagogy (for example, for children in communities of
poverty who come into school behind in language development)?
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• What does it mean to co-construct learning between educators and children? How can
Loose Parts support building culturally responsive relationships?
• What is the role of Loose Parts play in developing meaningful and productive
relationships across differences?
We are excited to bring to you the wisdom of a fabulous group of presenters who I hope
will shift the dialog to further support play, creativity, and innovation and bring equity and
social justice to early childhood education.

About Miriam Beloglovsky and 

Playful Transformation

Changing Lives One 

Playful Moment at a Time
Miriam is passionate about inspiring educators and families to infuse Loose Parts play into
their ecosystems. She never dreamed of speaking, sharing, and discussing Loose Parts
globally, yet she finds it the most rewarding and joyful part of her work with young children.
She is committed to bringing play equity to children and families and sees her role as an
educator with an ethical and moral responsibility to equity and social justice. Miriam was
born in Guadalajara, Mexico, and is deeply rooted in her diverse ethnicity and culture. 

As founder of Playful Transformation, Miriam is on a new journey to remind us to never
lose our capacity to play. Play is vitally important for children and adults. Play is a state of
mind and attitude that leads to wonder and discovery. When we play, we enter into a state
of flow, a highly focused state of consciousness that promotes creativity and innovation.

5

P – Present When we play we are present and in the moment, and we find a sense of place
and belonging  

L – Lasting When we play we build lasting memories that sustain us for the rest of our life

A – Active When we play we actively build relationships with people and the environment

Y – You When we play we focus on ourselves to find our childhood genius

Miriam is a professor of early childhood education, sought-after public speaker,
coach, and coauthor of the Loose Parts Inspiring Play award-winning books series,
which has created an international phenomenon and been translated into different
languages. Before embarking on her journey as an early childhood educator and play
advocate, Miriam was a newscaster, weather reporter, and media executive in
California.


Miriam acknowledges the teaching of many mentors and ancestors. She knows that
she walks on the shoulders of many giants who have guided her work and supported
her passion for children and families. She recognizes that she lives in the land that
belonged to Nisenan-MeWuk before they were forcefully removed. As a guest, she
honors and is thankful for their hospitality.
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Playful Transformation Team

Videography and Editing
by Jacob Marks
Jacob Marks is a videographer/editor with roots in Northern
California. Jacob has worked professionally in the eld since
completing a video documentation internship at Jacob’s Pillow
Dance Festival in 2012. He graduated from Sonoma State
University in 2013 with a double major in dance and lm.
Together with his wife Rachel, Jacob currently operates and
owns Jacob Marks Productions, which is dedicated to lming
and streaming live events, lectures, and performances in the
Sacramento and Bay Area.

Music by Max Jaffe
Max Jaffe is a musician, writer, and educator
He lives in Brooklyn with his wife.
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Santiago Rodríguez — Dinkr
Santiago has worked in digital media, digital marketing, and
digital areas of educational institutions. In recent years he has
served as an operations manager within agencies that
specialize in digital marketing. He graduated in communication
sciences with a specialty in journalism.

Mariana Lozano — Dinkr
Mariana is a certi ed project management engineer under PMI
and IPMA standards. She specializes in marketing and project
management and has worked in digital marketing agencies in
the areas of content generation, analysis, and evaluation of
tools, as well as project management.

Sergio Torres
Sergio has over fteen years of experience in post-production,
motion graphics, visual effects, editing, animation, matte
painting, and creative processes. He focuses on helping clients
convert their ideas into images, collaborating with marketing
agencies and production companies. He has contributed his
work to commercials for TV, social networks, cinema, and
other areas. He graduated in visual arts, specializing in
camera photography.
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About Think Small, the
Think Small Institute, and Redleaf Press
Founded in 1971, Think Small began as Toys N Things Training and Resource Center—a
mobile toy lending library that visited family child care homes. While children enjoyed
supervised play on the bus, providers participated in training sessions aimed at improving
the quality of care
The Toys N Things Training and Resource Center would eventually join with four other
organizations—each dedicated to affordable, organized, and accessible early childhood
care and education—to become Resources for Child Caring. In 2012, we became Think
Small. Through advocacy, preparing providers, scholarships for families, and Redleaf Press
—Think Small’s publishing division—we remain dedicated to our mission to advance quality
care and education of children in their crucial early years
The Think Small Institute builds on over fty years of experience in the early childhood eld
to bring high-quality, personalized services including professional development
opportunities, individualized coaching support, and resources from experts on the cutting
edge of child development. The Institute offers a wide range of learning opportunities which
include options for both live-virtual training and self-paced eLearning. Our subject matter
experts design and deliver high-quality professional development that meets the unique
requirements of educators wherever they are. Our courses stand out because they translate
evidence-based theory into effective practice, using antiracist pedagogy and diversityinformed practice to equitably meet the diverse needs of the early childhood workforce
Established in 1973, Redleaf Press is a leading nonpro t publisher of curriculum,
management, and business resources for early childhood professionals. Redleaf Press’s
exceptional educational and instructional resources improve the lives of children by
strengthening and supporting the teachers, trainers, and families who care for them.
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Redleaf Press Team
Every member of the team made a commitment and dedicated time,
passion and energy to make the Loose Parts Summit a success.

Eric Johnson
Publisher and Director of Marketing, Redleaf Press,
Think Small, Think Small Institut
A marketing professional with twenty years of experience,
Eric has been with Redleaf Press and Think Small for fourteen
years in many capacities. A busy father of four active children,
he is often found at their sporting events, doing outdoor
activities, or out on the water.

Meredith Burks
Think Small and Redleaf Press, Program Leader,
Content & Customer Experienc
An ardent advocate for education, Meredith values creativity
and learning at all stages of life. A publishing veteran, she has
worked in publicity and marketing for twelve years at Penguin
Random House, HarperCollins, and Redleaf Press. When not
reading, Meredith can be found enjoying nature, Rosemaling,
or practicing her ukulele.
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Melissa York
Redleaf Press, Senior Edito
Melissa York has been the senior editor, responsible for
acquisitions and development, since 2019. Previously she was
an editor of children's non ction books. She holds a master's
degree in library science from the University of WisconsinMadison and lives in Minnesota with her husband, six-year-old
twin sons, and a spare room full of Loose Parts.

Renee Hammes
Redleaf Press and Think Small, Art Directo
With a strong background in corporate marketing, branding,
and design, Renee nds it satisfying to utilize those skills to
elevate the mission and needs of her nonpro t employer. Her
versatility includes creating logos and brand personalities,
such as the one she conceived for the Loose Parts Summit.

Quinn Kathner-Tucker
Think Small Institute, Customer Acquisitions and Digital
Marketing Specialis
Passionate about using the digital space to elevate voices,
Quinn is proud to be a force behind the Loose Parts Summit.
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Our Promotional Partners

Kodo believes that a child’s development deserves more than what is found in the typical
“toy.” In the classroom, this is especially relevant. From its inception, Kodo has been
focused on designing and curating teaching tools that uphold the importance and impact of
early education, materials that educators the world over are proud to use in their
classrooms. Kodo was born in 2008 in the garage of a new dad who was inspired by the
unbounded possibilities of his young child. Wanting to create an intellectually enriching
environment, he leaned on his expertise in design and engineering and began to build.
Through the mentoring by master ECE educators, he formed a play-based product
approach, launching Kodo into what it is today.
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Our Promotional Partners

Pre-K 4 SA is San Antonio’s voter-funded initiative to change San Antonio’s educational and
workforce trajectory in one generation through high-quality early learning. Through our
comprehensive approach, which includes educating 2,000 four-year-olds annually, providing
over 10,000 hours of professional learning for educators, developing parents as educational
advocates, and providing over $4.2 million in grants to early learning programs across the
city, Pre-K 4 SA benefits all of San Antonio’s young children and their families. 

Children begin learning the moment they are born, but studies have shown that age four
marks a critical point in the learning process. At age four, children enter a crucial phase
where they start to develop memory, imagination, and understanding. A child’s natural
tendency, play, engages all these skills.

Pre-K 4 SA’s program is designed to utilize play to build a foundation in concepts such as
math, science, language, and art while increasing language and social skills. Through
strategically designed play, Pre-K 4 SA builds the foundation for a love of learning that
extends beyond the preschool year.
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Our Promotional Partners

At Fairy Dust Teaching, play is the heart of who we are. Play for children. Play for teachers.
Play for us. Let’s bring joy into everything we do. Play!
Our business is built on our passion for the wonder and magic of early childhood. We
believe young children have the right to play, to be collaborators in learning, and to dream.
In our experience, there is no cookie-cutter formula for teaching. It is an art that requires
incredible intentionality and heart
We support teachers in crisis, fund projects, award scholarships, deliver free content, and
donate to causes that are making a difference in children’s lives. This is what gets us up in
the morning ready to serve early childhood educators worldwide. It is our deepest desire to
provide the world’s best professional development at a price that everyone can afford. We
want to exceed your expectations and provide a resource where you truly nd inspiration
and motivation
We honor the journey as children, teachers, investigators, life-changers, and advocators.
We nurture children to build their own ideas, and with this, we challenge ourselves to be
constant researchers and innovators.
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Our Promotional Partners

Early Childhood Investigations is an ongoing series of conference-quality free webinars for
early childhood educators. The series is produced by Fran S. Simon, M.Ed., Chief
Engagement Of cer of Engagement Strategies, LLC. These engaging webinars are
presented by many of the thought-leaders and experts in the eld of early care and
education. The webinars explore critical topics that offer new ideas and insights to early
childhood professionals, especially administrators
Their goal is to offer professional development opportunities that transcend the obstacles of
distance, time, and money by offering conference-quality early childhood webinars. Also,
their goal is to spark discussion in the early education community, and engage and motivate
directors and teachers
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The Loose Parts Summit Roadmap
Each day, you will log in to your Loose Parts Summit account to view that day's content
starting at 12am CST and will be viewable for 24 hours under your free pass access.

Each presentation provides a different and unique perspective on the power of Loose Parts
play. Each day of the summit, you will also receive the daily Roadmap Reflective Journal.
We encourage you to take notes, reflect, and deepen your understanding as you develop
your own perspective on Loose Parts play. The journal integrates the Design in Mind (DIM)
principles of design thinking to spark new ideas, creativity, and innovation. You will have the
opportunity to explore your Depth of Practice (DoP) and grow to regenerate your ideas and
creativity and innovate your work.
We invite you to join the conversation and share your AHA moments while learning from
each other. We will have multiple opportunities for you to gather with other educators and
exchange ideas and interests. For six days, we will learn together, challenge each other with
new ideas, and find our own solutions to the dilemmas we face in implementing Loose Parts
in our learning ecosystems.
If you have any questions, please visit the FAQ section:
https://thinksmallinstitute.org/loose-parts-summit/

16

How Will I Attend the Summit?
How You'll Receive Access to Each Day of the Summit
Each day, you will log in to your Loose Parts Summit account to view that day's content
starting at 12am CST and will be viewable for 24 hours under your free pass access.
How You Can Access the Speaker Sessions Past the 24 Hour Limit
We know you're extremely busy and may not be able to watch every speaker on each day.
If so, we highly encourage you to upgrade your experience to the premium access pass so
you can watch the video sessions on demand when it works for you.
Plus, when you upgrade, you'll have access to bonus materials, a personalized professional
development certificate and a chance to WIN a 1-on-1 coaching session with Miriam
Beloglovsky, host of the Loose Parts Summit and co-author of the Loose Parts Book Series.
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Day

1
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Marc Armitage

Simon Nicholson’s Greatest Contribution to Loose Parts—The Word Theory
Miriam and Marc take part in a owing discussion about Loose Parts theory, including its
history, background, and contribution to playing. They also discuss the role of play in
education and how changes in early years teaching practice have not always proved friendly
to a play-based approach.
Participants will:
1. Identify the historical in uences that guide the theory of Loose Parts
2. Apply Simon Nicholson’s Loose Part theory into their practices
3. Recognize the role of the adult in Loose Parts play
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Margie Perez-Sesser

Using Natural Materials and Ordinary Objects to Facilitate Play with Very Young
Childre
Margie Perez-Sesser invites you to observe and re ect on how very young children, birth to
age three, investigate and learn as they engage with found objects and build relationships
with people. In this conversation, Margie explores how ordinary objects and natural
materials (Loose Parts) transform areas into engaging play spaces for learning
Participants will:
1. Understand the importance of observing, listening, and facilitating infant and toddler play
2. Explore children’s learning over time and understand how natural materials support
meaning-making
3. Observe and analyze the process of children’s learning as they play with natural material
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Cathy Weisman Topal
and Leila Gandini
Exploring Beautiful Stuff from Natur
Following the lessons learned when they wrote the book Beautiful Stuff from Nature,
Cathy Topal and Leila Gandini share explorations in nature as ways of opening and
expanding learning standards in STEM subjects and beyond. The natural world offers an
in nite variety of open-ended materials that teachers and children can use to explore the
intention of a learning standard in a freer way
Participants will:
1. Use observations, images, and re ections to document and make visible key moments
of discovery
2. Understand how to use natural materials to meet standards in STEM subjects
3. Recognize children’s natural curiosity to develop and extend curriculum work—
especially in science
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Growing into Loose Parts: A Personal Evolutio
This session provides an overview of the differences between learning with Loose
Parts at the Conventional Stage (teacher-led, closed-ended) and Bloom’s Taxonomy
Stage (child-led, open-ended), along with an understanding of how Bloom’s
Taxonomy offers the opportunity for understanding the in-depth learning available
using Loose Parts
Participants will:
1. Learn about speci c examples of what an educator-led vs. child-led learning looks
like, using Loose Parts speci cally
2. Understand how the ve categories of Bloom’s Taxonomy provide a dynamic
framework for considering what the child learns during open-ended play
3. Acquire an evidence-based understanding of how closed-ended materials prevent
children’s higher-level learning
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Sally Haughey

Notes

Did you enjoy day 1 of the Loose Parts Summit?
Excited about the incredible new knowledge
Do you feel there was not enough time?

Treat yourself to an upgraded experience

?


UPGRADE

Day

2
27

Suzanne Axelsson

The Stuff of Relationship
Suzanne Axelsson explores the relationships between the children and the
Loose Parts, play, and the Loose Parts with each other. She helps us appreciate
the affordances and the invisible connections to shift focus from the Loose Parts
objects to the play itself
Participants will
1. Re ect on what Loose Parts they really need in their space
2. Think more deeply about the relationship between stuff and play
3. Be more aware of how their own adult attitudes add weight to Loose Parts
that can in uence how the children engage in play
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Brian Silveira

Loose Parts Invitations Are Stories Waiting to Be Tol
For children to use Loose Parts fully, educators must thoughtfully and intentionally set
the environment, including the physical place, the schedule, and the emotional and
social space. Throughout this interview/presentation, Brian will discuss how to use
Loose Parts as a tool for creating a safe and equitable classroom.
Participants will
1. Learn how to use Loose Parts to promote equitable classrooms
2. Develop a re ective practice of listening deeply then taking action, setting the
stage for a safe and joyous space for children to pla
3. Promote more expansive, grateful, and compassionate play
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Jeannette Mulhern
Marie Jones and
Shontaye Washington
Using Loose Parts in Teacher Preparatio
Jeannette, Marie, and Shontaye share their story of infusing Loose Parts into a virtual
learning environment within their college courses. See how they used a constructivist
approach to introducing Loose Parts and their philosophy to pre-service and post-service
teachers. This interview will help you discover how Loose Parts can transform adults’
understanding of play and its impact on development and learning with young children.
Participants will
1. Discover the journey of experiential learning with Loose Parts in a community of learners
2. Implement a Loose Parts pedagogy to support adults and children’s development of
language, literacy, and mathematical and scienti c thinking
3. Rediscover the joy of co-learning with children and colleagues

 


 


fi

,


n


:


30

Suzanna Law

Playwork and the Looseness of Loose Part
This conversation focuses on the principles of playwork and how they inform the use of
Loose Parts in play settings. It will cover the core principles of playwork, highlight the
attributes of playworkers in comparison to other professionals, and explore why it’s not the
“stuff” that matters
Participants will
1. Explore the basic principles of playwor
2. Compare and contrast playworkers with other profession
3. Determine why it's not the "parts" of Loose Parts that are important
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Notes

Did you enjoy day 2 of the Loose Parts Summit?
Excited about the incredible new knowledge
Do you feel there was not enough time?

Treat yourself to an upgraded experience

?


UPGRADE

Day

3
33

Jesse Cof no

Stepping Back in Environments of Lov
Educator Jesse Cof no discusses how the foundational ideas of love, safety, and trust
inform the decisions of Anji Play educators in creating environments, selecting materials,
and making decisions about routines and expectations
Participants will
1. Understand how decisions about environments and materials are deeply connected to
philosophy and stance
2. See environments as a clear expression of the love an educator should have for the
learners in their care
3. Articulate the fundamental orientation of the Anji Play Approach towards letting
children take the lead. add weight to Loose Parts that can impact how the children
engage in play

.
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Dr. Diane Kashin, RECE
Loose Parts Invitations and Provocation
In this conversation, Dr. Kashin is provoked by the terms that we use in early learning! If
new and beautiful tabletop displays are provided each and every day, something is missing.
Children need time to engage, experiment, and express theories and ideas when using
Loose Parts. The teacher needs time to document and consider how to stimulate children's
thinking. Do children need a sign with a prompt and a beautiful set-up to be provoked? Are
baskets of Loose Parts also enticing and stimulating to children even if they do not come
with explicit instructions? Are they provocations? Or are they invitations? What kind of play
is the child engaged in when we invite them to respond to a tabletop set-up? This is a
guided play experience with predetermined outcomes and should not preclude children's
opportunities to engage with Loose Parts in an unstructured way. Taking the time to re ect
on terms can deepen our understanding and improve how we use Loose Parts in our
program
Participants will
1. Re ect on some of the terms we use in early learning
2. Consider the role of the teacher in Loose Parts provision
3. Use the information from the conversation and apply it to their own practice
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Kimberley Crisp

Hands-on and Hearts-in Loose Part
The term Loose Parts is the topic of many conversations. When you are told “how” to do
Loose Parts but personally have no strong WHY or feel no strong conviction surrounding the
relevance of Loose Parts you will obey but you may often question their purpose. This
interview will deeply explore WHY Loose Parts are critical by exploring the link between
brain development and higher-order thinking and addressing the HOW, WHAT, and WHEN
of Loose Parts. In this conversation, we go into a place of magic and imagination and
explore practical tools from the ground up, on the oor, from the oor, and for the oor.
Participants will
1. Strengthen their WHY of a Loose Parts curriculu
2. Implement the HOW of integrating Loose Part
3. Identify Loose Parts and the role of core resource
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Michelle Compton

Any Place Can Be a Makerspace: Giving All Children Access and Rights to Pla
Michelle discusses the de nition of makerspaces, how to design and set up makerspaces,
and the role that Loose Parts play in successful makerspaces and increased learning
Participants will
1. Design and set up makerspaces
2. Select Loose Parts that engage learners
3. Use Loose Parts as an integral part of representing thinking

.
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Notes

Did you enjoy day 3 of the Loose Parts Summit?
Excited about the incredible new knowledge
Do you feel there was not enough time?

Treat yourself to an upgraded experience

?


UPGRADE

Day

4
39

Loose Parts as a Pedagogy of Liberatio
In this conversation, Maurice Sykes unpacks the reasons why Loose Parts support the
social-emotional aims of early childhood: place, space, and grace. He will also discuss the
ve losses children have experienced during the pandemic and how play and Loose Parts
can inspire and enhance mental health and wellbeing—all with a lens of equity, inclusion,
and social justice.
Participants will
1. Learn about the aims of twenty- rst-century education
2. Understand the levers that facilitate mental health, recovery, and wellbeing
3. Apply a lens of equity, inclusion, and social justice to the implementation of
Loose Parts pedagogy.
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Maurice Sykes

Matt Karlsen an
Susan Harris
MacKay
Creating Conditions for Democratic Livin
Learning is most powerful when the social, emotional, intellectual, and aesthetic dimensions
of experiences are integrated. How can we make schools places where children gain hope
and heal from trauma, creating environments where learning is meaningful, playful, and has
a friendly relationship with uncertainty? Using the tools of playful inquiry (including Loose
Parts), we practice reimagining power structures, leading to new ideas about how we want
to be together
Participants will
1. Have greater clarity regarding relationships between work with Loose Parts, socialemotional growth, and democratic livin
2. Understand the role of Loose Parts in developing comfort with uncertaint
3. Recognize the power of Loose Parts in working with older children

y


g


g


d


:


.


41

Megan Matteoini

Making Connections: How Loose Parts Meet the Standard
Megan Matteoini offers a clear perspective about how Loose Parts connect to quality
improvement and assessment measures. She takes an overview approach to show how
educators can focus and advocate for the importance of play while demonstrating that
standards are met, through demystifying the assessment process
Participants will
1. Understand how Loose Parts support quality improvement and standard measures
2. Defend how Loose Parts meet standards and enhance practices
3. Design Loose Parts environments that meet quality improvement measures

.
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Larrisa Wilkinson
Joan Ortega, and
Aide Galvan

Our Journey into Loose Parts through Inquiry
Our journey through Loose Parts is told using three lenses as we share our learning
processes and implementation through the perspectives of an administrator, instructional
specialist, and master teacher under one program
Participants will
1. Explore Loose Parts to create a culture of inquir
2. Analyze the role of a coach in supporting educators to infuse Loose Parts into
the environmen
3. Recognize the role of educators as they promote a culture of inquiry through Loose Parts

.
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PreK4SA Team

Notes

Did you enjoy day 4 of the Loose Parts Summit?
Excited about the incredible new knowledge
Do you feel there was not enough time?

Treat yourself to an upgraded experience

?


UPGRADE

Day

5
45

Hopi Lovell Martin
Listening to Land as Teacher in Children's Outdoor Pla
From an Ojibwe perspective, all life and learning begins with Mother Earth and naturally develops
through our relationships. When we allow children to touch Mother Earth from a young age, they
grow up in relationship to Her teachings with a holistic experience of Creation. In Ojibwe territory
around the Great Lakes, this is most powerfully experienced through the circular pedagogy of the
Four Seasons as every aspect of the Creation follows a natural process of Birth, Movement,
Relationships, and Passing. While these principles relate to the natural growth of all living beings,
they also relate to how children play on the land with natural Loose Parts if they are given repeated,
unstructured opportunities over time. Through these land-based experiences, children (and adults)
develop relationships to the land they are on which open their minds and hearts to the Indigenous
Knowledge present (and often hidden) in every context. While these teachings come from an
Ojibwe context, they have relationships with all peoples and can be learned by anyone willing to
open their senses to the lessons of Mother Earth
Participants will
1. Gain experience of an Indigenous worldview of land-based pla
2. Consider how that experience might inform further learning about local Indigenous context
3. Consider the application of a Seasonal Pedagogy in their work with young children
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Jennifer Carvajal
And Wendy
Gelsaniter
Curation Is the Ke
Learn about Teaching Beyond the Square’s Materials Center and Trailer, and see how the
organization inspires educators to work with found materials. Expand your de nition of
Loose Parts, explore the concept of curation, and witness how these materials support
equity and inclusion. Through this work, children answer their own questions and teachers
evaluate their role in the classroom as observers and documenters.
Participants will
1. Learn how to begin (and maintain) their own Loose Parts collectio
2. See the potential in the materials they already have access to in their environments
3. Gain an understanding of how to logistically bring these unique materials into
the classroom
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Marguerite Hunter Blair

Unleashing the Power of Loose Parts Play
Today’s young children need the help of adults to provide opportunities for active, selfdirected social play—and access to the outdoors—more than any previous generation. But,
although playworkers and early years specialists are well aware of this, many other adults
still don’t recognize the value of play for children’s learning and development or the
signi cance of having a rich environment both indoors and out. For this reason, it is
essential that we increase adults’ con dence in introducing Loose Parts play within play,
early learning, and child care, education, care, health, environmental, and community
settings
Participants will
1. Understand how Loose Parts play supports children to achieve developmental
milestone
2. Have increased con dence to create everyday learning adventures through loose
parts play
3. Be able to introduce Loose Parts play across a range of settings
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Kodo Team

Chris Hume,
Diane Spahn,
and Kasey Kile
Loose Parts: A Design Perspectiv
Designers, like educators, are intentional when considering materials that support the whole
child and active learning. As a design team, we take aesthetics, functionality, affordances,
versatility, and possible outcomes into account when designing, manufacturing, and curating
Loose Parts. During this conversation, we will discuss our design process through the lens
of developing open-use materials appropriate for children
Participants will
1. Understand some similarities between designers and educators and consider how design
in uences the selection of materials for children
2. Apply a design perspective when incorporating Loose Parts into learning environment
3. Consider planning for possibilities rather than planning for speci c outcomes when
collecting and curating Loose Parts for programs
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Notes

Did you enjoy day 5 of the Loose Parts Summit?
Excited about the incredible new knowledge
Do you feel there was not enough time?

Treat yourself to an upgraded experience

?


UPGRADE

Day

6
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Leanne Clayton

Loose Parts: Understanding and Feeling What Cannot Be See
Leanne Clayton speaks about bringing ancient teachings of the past into our everyday lives
of today so that our children will take with them into the future. As practitioners we nurture
the relationship of the child to the divine spark or the life force hidden within the object while
still allowing space for children to creatively use the objects in new ways
Participants will
1. Gain insight into the perspective of Loose Parts from a Māori worldview
2. Be inspired to research alongside children the life force or essence/energies within
objects from your natural landscapes
3. Understand how ancient history and traditions guide our practices

.
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David Sobel

Loose Parts and Nature-Based Learnin
David Sobel shares his research on nature play, outdoor classrooms, and forest
kindergarten. In this conversation, he introduces us to seven speci c design principles that
guide the implementation of outdoor spaces and the use of Loose Parts.
Participants will
1. Explore design principles to design and create outdoor classrooms
2. Investigate the role of Loose Parts in outdoor classrooms
3. Apply the principles as they design ECE ecosystems
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Tracy L. Gray

Tinker with Loose Parts
In this interview, Tracy Grey discusses how parents, educators, community leaders, and
policymakers can support children and students to use their natural curiosity about the world
and as they tinker with found materials to learn STEM concepts through interactive
demonstrations and explorations
Participants will
1. Learn tools to incorporate tinkering, making, and engineering in all educational setting
2. Explore ideas for creating space for students to ask questions, make plans, work
together, and test their idea
3. Facilitate opportunities for students to solve real-world problems with time constraints,
including limited materials and funds to develop solutions
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Meynell Walter

Loose Parts Is an Adjective, Not a Noun
The term Loose Parts is being used as a noun to describe a set of things or a group of
resources. However, Loose Parts is an adjective because it is a theory and a concept,
describing the relationship between the environment, the resources, and the player, not just
a set of resources.
Participants will
1. Align Loose Parts to Nicholson's theory
2. Discuss an understanding of what play is
3. Consider some possibilities that will arise from an audit of their settin

g


!


 


:


55

Notes

Did you enjoy day 6 of the Loose Parts Summit?
Excited about the incredible new knowledge
Do you feel there was not enough time?

Treat yourself to an upgraded experience

?


UPGRADE

Remember
Not only will you be able to listen to all the speakers in your own time—you
will also be able to see your favorites as many times as you want. Plus get
complete transcripts that will invite you to take notes and read as you listen.

That is not all
You will also get an extended re ective journal that will get you started and propel your
practices as you integrate the Loose Parts educational philosophy into your ecosystem.
You will also be able to access a 24-hours professional development certi cate!

There is even more!
There are also three wonderful extra presentations that will
engage and inspire you
Plus, when you sign up for the all-access extended bonus
package, you’ll be entered to win a one-on-one coaching
session with Miriam!
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Treat yourself to an extended bonus
package and get access to exclusive
content and more!

REGISTER
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Visit the Loose Parts Summit Hub

